
                                                                                                                                                 

 

HELCOM Workshop on nutrient recycling in the Baltic Sea countries, 27-28 
March 2017, Berlin, Germany 

 

The HELCOM workshop on nutrient recycling in the Baltic Sea countries is organized by Julius Kühn-Institut 
and HELCOM in cooperation with the European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region Policy Areas 
Bioeconomy, Hazards and Nutri. 

The workshop is aimed for representatives of authorities and research organizations of the Baltic Sea 
countries, representatives of the European Union, and HELCOM Observers. 

Background 
Eutrophication, caused by nutrient leaching, is one of the major threats to the Baltic. The valuable resources, 
phosphorus and nitrogen, have turned into a serious problem when in the wrong place. There is a need to 
start recycling nutrients to reduce the impact on watercourses and the climate as well as preserve limited 
phosphorus resources for the future generations. Nutrient recycling aims at optimal use of nutrients. 
Nutrients should not go to waste, e.g. in form of leaching, in any part of the food production or consumption 
chain.  

Key issues are fertilization according to the plant needs, good soil health for optimal nutrient intake, efficient 
manure management, returning nutrients from food industry’s side products back to the fields, reduction of 
food waste from retailing and home consumption, as well as proper treatment of the sludge from waste 
water treatment plants returning the nutrients back to the soil in a safe manner without the threat of 
hazardous substances entering the soil. 

The HELCOM Contracting Parties agreed in the Ministerial Meeting in 2013 to enhance the recycling of 
phosphorus (especially in agriculture and waste water treatment) and to promote development of 
appropriate methodology. HELCOM can spearhead the development of more efficient food systems and this 
way also improve the health of the Baltic Sea. At present, the countries around the Baltic Sea are at different 
stages. In most countries, a holistic strategy and targets for nutrient recycling do not yet exist but some issues 
are still addressed. 

In the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri group), Germany and Finland have taken 
the lead to coordinate the work towards fulfilling the ministerial commitment. An Overview of nutrient 
recycling in the Baltic Sea countries including descriptions of current status of nutrient recycling policies and 
legislation in the countries was collected as a first step in summer 2016 and will serve as a background 
document for the workshop. The HELCOM Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea 
Catchment Area (Pressure group) is working on a recommendation on sewage sludge handling which will also 
be a tool to enhance safe nutrient recycling. 

Aim  
The aim of the workshop is to create a common understanding of nutrient recycling and identify the main 
issues involved as well as to discuss approaches and solutions to manage and circulate nutrients sustainably 
preventing the spreading of hazardous substances, and ensuring a good environmental status of the Baltic 
Sea. The workshop will help to find possible next steps and make suggestions for HELCOM Agri and Pressure 
groups to enhance nutrient recycling in the region. The focus is on agriculture and waste water management.  



                                                                                                                                                 

 
 
Provisional programme  
Monday, 27 March 2017 
Venue: Julius Kühn-Institut (Haus A, 3rd floor), Königin-Luise-Straße 19, Berlin 

12:00-13:00 Lunch (at own expense) 
13:00-15:00 Plenary 
  
Introduction 
Chris Thornton, European Sustainable Phosphorus Platform 

Nutrient recycling in the HELCOM framework  
Susanna Kaasinen, HELCOM Secretariat 
 
Country examples of policies to enhance nutrient recycling 
Claus-Gerhard Bergs, Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear 
Safety, Germany 
Marja-Liisa Tapio-Biström, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Finland 
 
15:00-15:20 Coffee break 
 
15:20-17:30 Parallel sessions 
  
Group 1: Manure 
Moderator: Mikko Rahtola, Natural Resources Institute Finland 
 
Introductory presentations: 
Henning Lyngsø Foged, enAgro Plc, Baltic Slurry Acidification project, Denmark 
Eija Turtola, Natural Resources Institute Finland, PROMISE project, Finland 
Kari Koppelmäki, University of Helsinki, Palopuro Agroecological Symbiosis, Finland 
Beata Jurga, The Institute of Soil Science and Plant Cultivation - State Research Institute, Poland 
 
Group 2: Sewage sludge 
Moderator: Dmitry Frank-Kamenetsky, HELCOM Secretariat 
 
Introductory presentations: 
Taavo Tenno, University of Tartu, IWAMA project, Estonia 
Anna-Maria Sundin, Environmental Protection Agency, Sweden 
Olga Rublevskaya, Vodokanal, Russia 
Daniel Frank, German Phosphorus Platform 

 
The groups are invited to suggest major means to enhance nutrient recycling in agriculture and waste 
water management as well as to identify hurdles hampering progress in these fields.  
 
18:00 Dinner (offered by Julius Kühn-Institut) 
  



                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

Tuesday, 28 March 2017 
    

9:00-10:30 Parallel sessions 
  
Group work continues 

 
10:30-11:00 Coffee break 
 
11:00-12:30 Plenary 
 
Reporting back from the parallel sessions 
Discussion and conclusions 
 
12:30 Lunch (offered by PA Bioeconomy, PA Hazard and PA Nutri) 
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